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The Trojan War: Primitive yet Still More Civilized

The Trojan War was unlike our modern wars. It was primitive, savage, violent, and to some, uncivilized. But to say that the Trojan War is uncivilized is to suggest that modern warfare is civilized. But is this really true? 

The word “civilization”, gets its root from the word “civil”.  And the word “civil”, as defined by the Miriam Webster Dictionary, defines the term firstly as: “of or relating to citizens”. In the wars of today, the human element is almost completely removed. There are no melee weapons, no bayonets, no spears, very little if any one-on-one, combat. Rather, in this age, soldiers shoot their targets from hundreds of yards away. Planes drop 2-ton bombs from miles away. The more technology advances, the further humans are from the fighting. Soldiers die, without ever seeing who fired that shot, or piloted the plane, or pressed the button. There are no heroes, just a column in a newspaper listing a number of lives lost, with little on the details of the war. Is this more really more civilized? 

Although there is no Geneva Convention or documents that outline the rules of engagement, there are still rules of war in the Iliad. For example, there are many occasions where the soldiers in the Iliad “yield to night”, ceasing fighting when the sun goes down, to continue again in the morning. This observance of the night, as the termination of a day is a humanistic touch to the fighting, in the modern arena, such an act is unheard of. Modern times, you fight till the objective is complete--night-fall, day-light, these distinctions are not made.

There are two instances in the Iliad, between book 1 and 10, where both sides agree to stop fighting and allow one-to-one combat between two soldiers. The first instance is between Paris and Meneleus, the second instance is between Hector and Great Ajax. What’s interesting in both these instances is the ability of these two massive armies to completely stop fighting to watch a one-to-one fight. Again, this action is completely non-existent in modern times. Just Imagine, in the present war with Iraq, instead of continuing the fighting, an agreement could be formed for President Bush and the leader of the Insurgent Movement to get together and brawl head-to-head to settle this war. The very idea is so far removed from the present time that to consider it is almost comical. But, the fact that the Trojans and the Acheans could come to such an agreement says something about their warfare. Although the weaponry was primitive, it was personal and forced soldiers to fight closer. And with this closeness, it was easier to see that you were fighting another human, a person with a name, a family—something we’ve lost in modern warfare. Modern warfare is colder, more removed, and less human, and consequently, less civilized. 

There is another occasion in the Iliad, after a major fight, where both sides agree to hold a respite from fighting in order to collect the dead from the field, and treat them to proper burial. Modern times, there is usually so much animosity, and so little communication with opposing forces to ever warrant such a respite. 
