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Last month the final determination was made to commence with the implementation of a MySQL database to house all the data being used for the various applications that need it. However, this month has been spent predominately working on some bugs that have been reported to occur with last semester’s VB application that is in production. A new “patch” section on the website has been created to provide links to all the end-users that are using this product to be able to update their software with fixes for the aforementioned glitch. Also, there is a bug on the website, where a user visiting the site on a Macintosh computer with an IE browser does not see the left side navigation links; this bug has also been addressed and fixed this month.


The bug on the application was in the “reports” section, where the pictures were showing up as broken images. I was quite bemused by the appearance of this bug. I was confident that this particular area was correctly running during testing of the program, however, since there has not been a very efficient Version Control System implemented, an older module, with unfixed code, may have slipped into the production compilation. Nevertheless, this bug was addressed and fixed, and consequently put up on the website for our end-users to update their existing software. The bug was an in correct PATH value set for the location of the applications picture folder. The fix was made and the program runs as expected.


The appearance of this bug does portend possibly other overlooked glitches in the software that an end-user may by chance reveal. If there is one certainty in Computer Science, it is that no software is categorically impervious to error, especially when said software is extensive, and requires the correct functioning of various third party elements. There are embedded browsers, embedded data controls, that are all third party components, particularly written and maintained by Microsoft. If a user on any flavor of the Windows operating system, updates a component in Microsoft, or if Microsoft addresses a vulnerability in one of these products and directs their clients to update, I can not be completely certain the COPA VB program will not be affected. 


Fortunately, the program has been in circulation for some time now and there have not been any further reports of any bugs or glitches.

The website also had a bug in it that a Macintosh user pointed out. Their was an issue with the CSS style sheet concealing the leftmost navigation links on the website. This bug was only being  recognized on Mac computers using the Internet Explorer browser version 5.0 or earlier. The reason for this error was my own mistakes with the code. Mac IE browsers, are less tolerable with errors in CSS; where a PC would compensate and fix the error in the code, Mac browsers would simply not correctly display faulty code. I made the necessary corrections, and the website is now working correctly.

The Month was spent knee deep in maintenance of older projects, and I had little progression other than the initial requirements gathering, for our progressive project regarding the implementation of the MySQL database server. Next Month should pose different.
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