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Knowing how to send and receive email is starting to become an important skill to know. Although most of us know how to use email services, only a few of us understand the processes at work under-the-hood allowing this process to work. How is it possible that you can write a message on your computer and have it appear within minutes on someone else’s computer, whether they live down the street, or half way around the world?  The process is a actually fairly straightforward and surprisingly easy to understand.
User Side (The user’s responsibility)
· Creating a message using proper syntax and protocol

· Connecting to the server providing the email service and sending message

Server Side (The server’s responsibility)

· Parsing the message and pulling out the ‘destination’ for message

· Translating domain name of destination to actual internet address (ip address) with the DNS service

· Connecting to server on standard port and passing along message to destination server
